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ALI BABA AND THE FORTY THIEVES. 


XN a town in Perbia lived two brothers — Cassini and 
All Baba. Cassim was rich, but Ali Baba was poor, 
and gained his living by cutting wood, and bringing it 
upon tliree asses into the town to sell. 

One day he saw some robbers in a forest ; he watched 
them from a hiding-place, and counted forty of them ; 
they car lied bags of treasure, and hid it in a cave, 
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wife, finding that her Imshaiid did not rotiirn, went to 
tidl Ali Hal)a, who at once sot oft' to go to the cave, and 
on entering it discovered his brother’s remains, which he 
c irried home on one of his asses, loading the other two 
with bags of gold. Ali Baba then biiri(‘d the body, and 
contrived, with the assistance of an intelligent slave 
named Mornriana, to make everv one believe that Cassim 
had died a natural death. Ali Baba then married the 
widow, and beeanie v^ery rieh and prosyierons. 

Meanwhile the forty robbers visited their eave, and find- 
ing that Cassini’s body ha<l been removed, determined 
not to rest until they had discovered their enemy ; and 
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tlien went to bed ; and Morgiana liappeiiing to need 
oil, went to help herself out of the jars of the o^uest ; 
she found, instead of oil, a man in every jar but one. 
Determined that they should not escape, and heating a 
quantity of oil, she poured some into each jar, killing 
the robber within. So when the captain gave the sig- 
nal to his men, none of them appeared, and going to 
the jars he found them all dead; so he went Ins way 
full of rage and despair, and returned to the cave, 
and there formed a project of revenge. Next day he 
went into the town, and hiring a warehouse, which he 
furnished with rich goods, became acquainted with 









AH Baba^s son, wlio one day invited liini to liis father’s 
lionsc. On hearing tliat tlie new guest would eat no 
salt witli Ids meat, Morgiana’s susjiieions were aroused, 
and slie reeognised liim as tlie ea]:)tain of the robbers. 
After dinner slie undertook to perform a danee before 
tlie eomjiany, and at the end of it pointed a dagger 
at the eaptain, and then ])lunged it into Ids lieart. 
Ali Baba was very mneli shoeked, until Morgiana 
explained the reasons for her eonduet; he then gave 
her to his son in marriage, and tliey lived in great 
prosperity ami happiness ever after. 
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